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e> HISTORIGAL NOTE c% 


The Frankenstein Gastle actually exists (in ruins) above the Darmstadt/Eberstadt 
area of the Rhine river valley. Author Mary Shelley is Known to have once visited the 
region, fueling reasonable suspicions that this is how and where she was inspired to 
write her famous novel. The castle was in ruins even then, but we’ve taken the story- 
teller’s liberty of putting off the destruction of the castle until its fictional visitation 
by Bigby, Harp and the intrepid soldiers of Dog Gompany. The historical castle was 
indeed rumored to have a secret tunnel that emerged miles away, in the basement 

of a hotel in the village of Eberstadt. We moved the hotel up into the hills as a way to 
save space—in order to keep this tale down to two issues. Field Marshal Walter von 
Reichenau was a historical figure and did indeed die in a plane crash, on the way to 
Leipzig. As far as we know, though, it wasn’t as a result of any OSS agent’s activities. 
Sergeant Harp was also one of the many OSS agents who served behind enemy lines 
in the Second World War, but we could find nothing about his actual adventures. He 
was an interesting name on a distinguished list of brave men, and we borrowed him 
for this story. There was actually a “werewolf” resistance program in the final days of 
the Third Reich. These werewolves were Nazi regime remnants, many of them SS 
officers, who were organized to target all Allied forces, and the Germans who coopera- 
ted with them, for assassination. They sabotaged factories, power plants, and rail lines. 
They blew up police stations and government buildings, and they destroyed art and 
antiques that were stockpiled by the Berlin museum. Of course they weren’t actual 
werewolves, but, in the fictional Fables version of our history, did some of Bigby’s 
blood survive the destruction of the Frankenstein Gastle to create such creatures? If 
so, it’s astory for another time. — Bill Willingham 


And one production note: this two-part story was changed somewhat, from its 
original version, due to discovering, at the eleventh hour, that other stories, in various 
other mediums, had already covered some of the same material. For more informa- 
tion on this and other Fables background details, visit the official Fables Letters Page 
at: billwillingham.com. — Bill 


“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
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“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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